
 

Summer Reading for Those Entering ENGLISH III in the 2015-2016 School Year at LECJ 

 

Objective:  

The value of summer reading is well known. Research has indicated that with practice, people become better readers and 

even come to love reading. With this thought in mind, our English teachers will be fostering the habit of reading by 

continuing a requirement of summer reading for all students. Our goal is to share our love of reading with our students 

and help them both enjoy a book, as well as, practice the lifelong skill of active reading.  

 

Your Assignment:  
1. Choose ONE FICTION book/play and ONE NONFICTION book from the lists below that apply to your 

graduation plans (* = recommended for ENG III AP). When you return to school in the fall, be ready to engage in 

perceptive and interesting discussion about the book you have selected. This will count as one major grade. Although 

you are not going to be graded for annotating the novel, it is highly recommended that you do so. Annotating will help 

you remember details.**  

 

**How to annotate (This is optional, but it is recommended):  

 Highlight or underline important passages, words, or descriptions.  

 Highlight or underline new characters when they are introduced.  

 Write notes in the margins (your reaction to what happens, predictions, characterizations, or questions you might 

have)  

 In the inside back cover, write a brief synopsis and overall impression of the book.  

 Note: Be as thorough as possible, but avoid highlighting or underlining too much.  

 

2. Complete the assignment below as a Word document. If you do not have computer access over the summer, do your 

work on paper, show it to your teacher, and then type it once all students get their laptops returned. It will be due after that 

to ensure everyone has a chance to type. HOWEVER, NO CLASS TIME WILL BE GIVEN TO TYPE OR COMPLETE 

THIS ASSIGNMENT! You are responsible for getting it completed BEFORE school begins in the fall and/or on your 

own. If you have any questions or concerns, please ask your English teacher before school lets out!  

 

ENG III (AP or Regular) Summer Reading Assignment: 
Part 1: Vocabulary  

While reading your book, you should be thinking about the author’s word choice (diction). Many times, we can read and 

understand words that we may not be familiar with by using context clues. You should look for these words; you may find 

that you “kind of” know the meaning of a word, but an exact definition helps you to understand exactly what the author 

intends you to know.  

 For the vocabulary section of this assignment, you must find 15 words that are new to you or that you don’t 

exactly know.  

 For each word, record the sentence that it is used in, what you think the word means, and the actual 

definition.  

 Make sure to cite it according to MLA formatted rules.*  

 

Part 2: Questions (1-6)  
1. Find a memorable passage of one-two paragraphs from the book. Copy word for word the short passage that you think 

is worth remembering. Using MLA format, cite the passage, and then write a paragraph explaining why you think the 

passage you chose is memorable. *  

 

2. Describe your favorite character or event. Cite at least three pieces of textual evidence from the book that supports 

why you like this character or event. Write the textual evidence then explain how it adds to your interest in the character 

or event. Don’t forget to cite your evidence. *  

 

3. Identify a significant change in your book, and describe the results of that change. This change may be the 

consequence of a choice, a conflict of some kind that has to be resolved, a display of some outstanding trait like courage, 

or even the result of an action or event that occurs during this story. When quoting from the book, use MLA format to 

cite.*  



 

4. To highlight the significance of this book for you, read the following questions below and write a two paragraph 

response to one of them:  

a. What discovery did you make as a result of reading this book?  

b. How has this book changed your thinking about a particular topic?  

c. How has this book supported or changed your opinions on a particular topic?  

 

5. Write one positive comment regarding this book.  

 

6. Write one constructive criticism comment about this book.  

 

*For assistance with MLA format for citing and integrating quotes, use the following websites: 

http://www.easybib.com/help/paren OR https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/  
*Examples of in-text citations using MLA format:  

 Stephen C. Pepper refers to this phenomenon as a “cumulative collaboration of evidence” (49).  

 This phenomenon is best referred to as a “cumulative collaboration of evidence” (Pepper 49).  

 

 

Nonfiction Book Choices: 
 
Lies My Teacher Told Me: Everything Your American History Textbook Got Wrong  

A 1995 book by sociologist James W. Loewen. It critically examines twelve American history textbooks and concludes 

that textbook authors propagate factually false, Eurocentric, and mythologized views of history. In addition to critiquing 

the dominant historical themes presented in textbooks, Loewen presents a number of his own historical themes that he 

says are ignored by traditional history textbooks.  

 

The Glass Castle  

A 2005 memoir by Jeannette Walls. The book recounts Walls' and her siblings' unconventional, poverty-stricken 

upbringing at the hands of their deeply dysfunctional parents. 

 

Fiction Book Choices: 
 

The Great Gatsby 

A 1925 novel written by American author F. Scott Fitzgerald that follows a cast of characters living in the fictional town 

of West Egg on prosperous Long Island in the summer of 1922. The story primarily concerns the young and mysterious 

millionaire Jay Gatsby and his quixotic passion and obsession for the beautiful former debutante Daisy Buchanan. 

Considered to be Fitzgerald's magnum opus, The Great Gatsby explores themes of decadence, idealism, resistance to 

change, social upheaval, and excess, creating a portrait of the Jazz Age or the Roaring Twenties that has been described as 

a cautionary tale regarding theAmerican Dream. 

 

Miss Peregrine's Home for Peculiar Children 
The debut novel by American author Ransom Riggs.  The book tells the tale of a boy who, following a horrific family 

tragedy, follows clues that take him to an abandoned orphanage on a Welsh island. The story is told through a 

combination of narrative and vernacular photographs from the personal archives of collectors listed by the author. 


